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A CASE OF TRANSFUSION-ASSOCIATED GVHD AFTER THE TOTAL LARYNGECTOMY

HIROYUKI MINETA, M.D,, TAKEO SAKAI M.D., IKUKG SUZUKI, MD.
MIKINO KUNIMOTO, M.D,, MORIHIKO SATOU, M.D., AKIO YASUHARA, M.D.
HISAYOSHI ISHIZAKI, M.D,, HIROSHI MORITA, M.D. and MICHIHIKO NOZUE, M.D.

Department of Otolaryngology, Hamamatsu University School of Medicine, Hamamatsu

We report a case of fatal transfusion-associated graft versus host disease (GVHD) that

developed in a patient with laryngeal cancer.

with right radical neck dissection was performed.

After a 39. 6Gy irradiation dose, total laryngectomy

The postoperative course was uneventful.

However, seven days after blood transfusion, high fever (38. 5°C) suddenly appeared. On the ninth

day, watery diarrhea and facial erythema were observed.

pancytopenia developed.

On the 12th day, liver disturbance and

The patient died on the 16th day because of overwhelming sepsis.

Transfusion-associated GVHD has a mortality rate of more than 90 %. Therefore, the most

important procedure for preventing GVHD is the use of irradiated blood products.
unnecessary blood transfusion should be avoided.

Furthermore
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