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What Should the Radiation Education in Japan in the Future Be Like?
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In respect to policy and involvement in social cognition of Advanced Science and Technology, people desire to
recognize the scientific understanding and social understanding hierarchically and simultaneously. However, the under-
standings of some sciences and technologies are dependent on the amount of information given and how easy it is to un-
derstand it. Nuclear power and radiation are a typical example of such sciences and technologies because their advan-
tages and disadvantages are clear. On the other hand, the Fukushima Nuclear Plant Accident that occurred in March
2011 caused the myth about the safety and security of nuclear power to collapse. Concerns about nuclear power and
radiation increased abruptly after the accident. Also the scientific understanding of ‘nuclear power’ and radiation in-
creased. The content and level of radiation education was highly significant than before the accident. However, it is es-
sential to propose a more detailed explanation for people that are concerned about radioactive contamination of food
and also for people living in areas that still have relatively high dose of radioactive material. Although some technical
problems such as the influences on the human body by low-dose exposure remain unresolved, not only specialists on
nuclear power and radiation, but also the persons that have studied the radiation are desired to explain radiation for
familiar people. As a result, in Japan, the learning of individuals spread to society because the Japanese are highly in-
terested in nuclear power and radiation and the understanding of historical background.

Key words——radiation; education; Fukushima nuclear plant accident; scientific understanding; social understanding

1. FL®IC
Sl AR, AR R OB BRI E 1

5. B, EROETH - BEEBRICET 20
AMICEE . RFIC, mEREPLLE LSRR

BIL T, RIERBRAR & BB FLE > TREEY
WEBHMEn TS ZENEE LW (Fig. 1), L
L, BEHESCH A SN EROMMBAESIEITIKEEL
T, —HWIRIED A DR T S FE A HE )7
9%, JFH - BERRIE, ZOF R &R AN HE
75 A i A S Y 7 56 i Bk 22 B oy D AR 72 51 T d
5.0 —HT, 2011 43 HICHREL EES R
HHIX, HFPNRBICET LR - LGS % HRE
Sz ARE - RODMEEIIRDE->TAHD &, H
RO DRE - OEETIIR <, WaBNsH
HXBFORDDORE - BROMHETHOLEXDITEX
The author declares no conflict of interest.

BEEF AR FE AT FE A E (72238521 fmiddt
K H% 4-1-1)

e-mail: hiroin @z5.keio.jp

AL, OBARKESE 1334E22 2RI A S30-
301 THELEZNBEZHLICRERLEZBDTH .

Hilsy (ZeRBHRR NS W) TIE, H & DENE
BREDZDODRL, BREDINT VA, HDHWITGFR

/\ Fukushima Nuclear
Plant Accident
= Promotional Factor

Decision-making

Scientific #nd Social Digcussion
Abstraction

Scientific research Social research for
for problem solving problem solving

Scientific approach
to the problem

Social approach
to the problem

Recognition of current status

Science Literacy and historical background

Fukushima Nuclear
Plant Accident
= Promotional Factor

Scientific Social
Understanding  Understanding

Fig. 1. Scientific and Social Understanding in Nuclear and
Radiation Education
People desire to learn the scientific understanding and social under-
standing in nuclear and radiation education hierarchically and simultaneous-
ly. The Fukushima Nuclear Plant Accident is still promoting the scientific un-
derstanding and inhibiting the social understanding in current status.
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Fig. 2. Photograph of Radiation Education in Fukushima
Prefecture
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Fig. 3. Changes of Applicant Number of Radiation Learning
Courses that We Hold Twice a Year
The white arrow indicates the Fukushima Nuclear Plant Accident.
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Fig. 4. Scientific and Social Understanding of Nuclear Power
and Radiation of the Population Leads to, not only the
Speed up of Poly-making, but also the Peace of Mind in Peo-
ple

In particular, these understandings of the population bring a balance of
peace to them after the Fukushima Nuclear Plant Accident.
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Fig. 5. Diffusion of Nuclear and Radiation Education

In Japan, the learning of individuals spread to society because the
Japanese are highly interested in nuclear power and radiation and the under-
standing of the historical background.
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