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Sappanchalcone from Caesalpinia sappan L., the Proposed Biosynthetic
Precursor of Brazilin
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A new chalcone methyl ether, named sappanchalcone (I), C;sH1405, mp 199.5—200.5°C
was isolated from the heartwood of Caesalpimia sappan L. (Sappan Lignum). On the basis
of the spectrometric data and the synthesis from 2-O-methylresacetophenone (=isopaeo-
nol) and protochatechualdehyde, the chemical structure of I was established as 2’-methoxy-
3,4,4’-trihydroxychalcone (=2’-O-methylbutein).

It has been proposed that brazilin, a distinguished constituent of this heartwood, is
biosynthesized via a homoisoflavone intermediate from a hypothetic chalcone methyl ether,
to which sappanchalcone (I) just corresponds.

Keywords——Leguminosae; Caesalpinia sappan; Sappan Lignum; chalcone; sap-
panchalcone; brazilin-biosynthetic precursor; sedative effect

# K (Sappan Lignum) &= 2 fl 2 & 7 v 4 A S HRl Ak ¥ (Caesalpinia sappan L.) O.LMEEEE LIz DT
Boh. AEYEA VY, ~vAEE, (v Errds, hEERRERE 7 O T[T 5 ERIART, £o0
Mg s bileagdkl: LB IhTE . REEREEDF S, BAEYD 12w TEFRF] L LTEREZ
RTW5b. ebte LTORBIISRISEREBEOBADORS brazilin 2 S X 0 AT 5% A 0AFE brazilein
ThbHEIRTNS. —HRARTR, Bk, FREZSCH LEMAE LTEAShTE L. PREXTFRY @ Xl
BAROEEER L L COBME 5158, FRIOHER, FBEERERBTOhTCnS. 1, e/ B?
ERARCHIAREERS S D, Shu braziin RX 230 TH B2 EFEEL TS, FRARD brazilin st o L3
By LT 7 = 7 — AMEALE Y, Ko, 2 v =20 EREK 7 3B B 8 IOMHR= A7 A% of
bR T, REER LY B IOFESY 1244 brazilin B#E(LEHOTEYRE Lc. FE DIXERK
D MeOH =% A= v AR % hexobarbital BEIRA I < JER X & BHE1 B HHEWHND, TOERES
YHOLMRTHWFRCHFLCE . ZOPWFBROHF T, BARDEER S brazilin DAEGHEYE 2 5 L THEEK
#E\~ chalcone Bt L, ZO(LEBEELYHLAC LTI ZEETS.

THE IR TV BHAE2WT, £0 MeOH =+ 2% BtOAc F¥H & KU/ 7. EtOAc A%
R rze~< b 757 4 — RO, BEAEE LA &2 A sappanchalcone & &4 L7 B EEIREE S mp
199.5—200. 5°C, CieHi405 7. T ZRMETRIN (IR) A2 2 b A\ T 3550—3100cm™ (&7 = / — ik
KERFE DM IR E T, PC-RBAR IS (NMR) A7 P VB CTIRERETI6 KDY /F kb 2, £05
H 1 AT methoxy W L % sps REBEC X BLDTH B, B 15 KDY 7 F 33 XCsp BlRFBC L BLD
ThbB. Fi, BIHERIL (UV) A227 + i 250 nm 38 X0 363 nm 12K & IR SR E iz & & A
& 113 chalcone SFEM LTI hE.? 1 OBEBEA7 4 (MS) Tik m/z286 4T Ay €~ 2 (M) 2
#H X, chalcone DA HFT 5 fragment ion & LT m/z151, 123, 93 fiFBBEKDOLDE LT m/z
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163, 135 e &8 chZh 8l e (Chart 2).®
o fragment ion OFEILT O ABICIT me-
thoxy #& hydroxyl #2344 148, BEwrix hy-
droxyl ZE2 HNBEBR L T B 2 2R LTS, —
%1z 2’-hydroxychalcone SFEMF B XN 2, H
BB L T4 T % flavanone B HFED frag-

sappanchalcone (I) | R==CHj;
butein : R=H
ment ion® X L IZB\\TLED bhvigh - feo. Chart 1

I ©» *H-NMR (CD;OD = C{ll%E) i34k s LT

H
v OH HOAN OCH;  HOANOCH;  HOLZ
—'CIL =" ="
AN =0+ X X+
m/z 151 m/z 123 m/z 93
m/z 286 (M*) \
OH OH

m/z 163 m/z 135
Chart 2

butein (2’,3,4,4’-tetrahydroxychalcone) ® Zh i L L T %. F/cdbd, C-3-H 23 §6.48 ppm (br s), C-5'-
H 7 §6.44 ppm (dd, J=8.8, 2.2 Hz), C-6¢’-H #* §7.57 ppm (d, J=8.8 Hz) =h i, C-2-H, C-5-H, C-
6-H o 75 An §7.09ppm (d, J=2.0Hz), § 6.77 ppm (d, J=8.2 Hz), § 6.98 ppm (dd, J=8.2, 2.0 Hz) i
ThthdbbhTvb. SO, a.f-REMy b VOB E KT S ol & B-H BT Zh 67.31, 7.52ppm
(&4 d, J=15.6 Hz) iz, methoxy %D > 75 7% § 3.90 ppm (3H, S) KB XN T5B. 2 RbDOEIML 1IT
butein ™ monomethyl ether £k & HEE I -,

0 PéH
r OH
0 H
sappanchalcone (I) l
H
HO, 0 reduction HO Y OH‘+H20 0 0 OH
OH f—
OH—H:0 OH
OH
ﬁo\ \ 0] 0
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OH HO 0O HO 0
OH OH .-
—_—
HYS -~
OH HO
OH OH
brazilin
Chart 3

NII-Electronic Library Service



No. 9 937

1 ® methoxy OB WA LN T A7 T L&KL THE: butein & D UV A7 b % BT L7z, Bu-
tein ® 380 nm (log e =4. 55) O\RITIL AICL ¥Rimz X b 488 nm i, AICL+HCI i X b 430 nm g
aBET 5. —F, I o 363nm (loge=4.40) DWRINIE AICL FHRINC X » 402 nm CREBE)IT5 & DD AlC+
HCl BEmoBaid, @ 5RINEEOBENTIL bhvicds- 7. 2 O butein 1231} % 2/ fLOKEEEAL meth-
yl ether Wis o TWAEHRRLTWAS.? Bl Eo®Es 5 sappanchalcone (1) o{bM#E% 2'-methoxy-3,4,4'-
trihydroxychalcone & fiti4L7-. I 1% resacetophenone o 2 {i7/KE¥:% methyl ether & L7z 2-O-methylre-
sacetophenone (isopaeonol) & protocatechualdehyde 7:% aldol iAW X VAR LD LK LIEZ A,
SEA—E L.

Brazilin 4 &5 oWt Chart 3 iwsR L7 chalcone %% homoisoflavone Z#& 5 &ML E LT
BHEIRTWE.? chiBERELTIEIRZD homoisoflavone <3 % HMIEWEICHIY L, BIREL. Tois,
sappanchalcone (I) <~ ¥ A3 % hexobarbital fEARIER ROV TN & & Hixh & 142 mg/kg (i.p.
BE) TEERChRYERE IR, BIRERENEHRABRS & OBRICOWTORME, RAERBSRIETTHL
DD EEE R TEWE L.

£ B /] B

Bl B B RS BEEE CHE L, REETHS. IR (154 IR-400 I, UV 13 g5 UV-250 &, MS %
HABTF JMS-D-300 #lczh FHHIE L. NMR (X HAET INM-FX-100 #CHI%E L, chemical shift iX
TMS 750 § & (ppm) TFh L7=. ¥ 7= singlet, doublet, triplet 7z 5 ONC broad X thZh s, d, t KX
br AW L7, MEBs v~ 757 4 — (TLC) i% Merck Kieselgel 60 Fap %\, HH1Z UV (254 nm) 1%
2RI 3 X O 10% HoSOs BB HIMEB L TR L.

HHE LU  FHHEIRTWAEAK 500g & MeOH 21 T 6 BINEGERME, MW EERE L=+ 2
73g 7. ohE BtOAc-7k (1.11:0.91) T4 L EtOAc RJ¥H; 57 g #1837, K BEEEOENIE LATE
Wk TR Lic. EtOAc Ry % f2& 3> polyamide C-100 (FIXEHEZE) » 7 & (1.5kg) Wl L, KD &
7757 vav (Fr.) @43z, Fr. 1, &k-MeOH (1:1, 1.51), Fr. 2, k-MeOH (5: 6, 2.41), Fr. 3, K-
MeOH (5: 7, 1.41), Fr. 4, k-MeOH (5 : 8, 21), Fr. 5, MeOH (F72:#, 21), Fr. 6, MeOH (£, 21). 2 [
CHFCiFotzz2e= b U777 avifbil. £75 7Y vOEFEHYEIIROEY Th- 1.
Fr.1,9.5g; Fr. 2,19.4¢g; Fr. 3,2.1g; Fr. 4,2.8g; Fr. 5, 6.8¢g; Fr. 6, 3.1g.

Fr.4(2.8g) 5 b 1.3g x>V ran s ABEEL, CHCl:-MeOH (11 : 1) THEH I 534 240 mg %
K-MeOH I b F#&E L, EEshkF o sappanchalcone (I) mp 199.5—200.5°C % 229 mg 872, Anal. Calcd
Ci1eH1405: C, 67.12; H, 4.93. Found: C, 67.06; H, 4.95. UV 149" (log ¢): 250 (3.73), 363 (4.40). UV
AMeOH-A1015 250, 278, 330 (sh), 402. UV AMeQH-A1013-101 250, 363, TR yKEL cm™': 3550—3100 (OH), 1650, 1630,
1600, 1570, 1375, 820, 800. *C-NMR (DMSO-ds) 6: 55.8 (O-CHs), 120.3, 126.6, 145.7, 148.2, 160.5, 162.6
(%5), 9.4, 108.0, 114.5, 116.0, 121.7, 123.9, 132.3, 141. 9 (4% d), 188.9 (C=0). MS m/z: 286 (M*, 100%), 271
(M* —CHs, 24%), 258 (M* —CO, 12%), 164 (58.8%), 163 (33.3%), 151 (96.1%), 135 (21.6%), 123 (25.5%),
93 (11.8%). A{b&Hi34 5 L7 sappanchalcone (#i8) & {Efli%k X8 IR ¢—FK L.

Butein @& Geismann 5O HSwie. B, resacetophenone 1.52 g L protocatechualde-
hyde 1.38g % EtOH 3ml @ Lic. THICEERHAF —5°C BH L o0 60% NaOH 21 ml #4893
Mz tz. RIGWTEES 1 EMKESAK 30ml iz, K& L>2> 6N HCl CEk: & Uiz, Ether fiHi%4Tu
Wil 3.0g #78, Zh% polyamide » 5 A1 EE L. MeOH-K (4 : 6) TEEH MeOH CREBIL, BHL
T A OO L EDYENE, HRAMAER 110mg) #Bx. Shi MeOH-K X h BiEH, HAshR&ED but-
ein, mp 211—214°C (lit*? 211—213°C), 101 mg % & %. Anal. Calcd CisHi205: C, 66.17; H, 4. 44. Found: C,
65.96; H, 4.76. MS m/z: 272 (M*). UV 12" nm (log ¢): 262 (4.02), 380 (4. 55); UV AMgQH~41C13 297 327, 488;
UV 2:e0E-AlCI-HCL 972 325, 430, 'H-NMR (CDsOD) 8: 6.28 (1H, d, J=2.4, 3'-H), 6.41 (1H, dd, J=8.8,
2.4, 5'-H), 6.81 (1H, d, J=7.8, 5-H), 7.12 (1H, dd, J=2.2, 7.8, 6-H), 7.17 (1H, br s, 2-H), 7.50 (1H, d,
J=15.3, 5-H), 7.74 (14, d, J=15.3, g-H), 7.93 (1H, d, J=8.8, 6/-H). *C-NMR (DMSO-d;) d: 113.2, 126.4,
145.7, 149.0, 165.1, 165.9 (% s), 102.8, 108.4, 115.7, 116.0, 117.4, 122.6, 132.8, 145.0 (£ d), 191.6 (C=0).

2-0O-Methylresacetophenone (Isopaeonol) D& X Resacetophenone (1.5g) & tetraacetyl a-D-glucopy-
ranosyl bromide (4 g) % acetone 20 ml I L, 9% NaOH 5ml Z XA TAET oMz . Bl 24 h &
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K 10ml %jn% acetone DAXET THEE L. BHo Bk CHCl; 30 ml »inx KB A K Ltk
CHCls B%7K T 3 mI¥E# LK Na:SO, TR, WA LBE 6.5g 2B, BER >V ¥ 1rn 54 (BH
%t EtOAc-benzene (1:9)) TH#LL, 2-hydroxy-4-O-tetraacetylglucosyl acetophenone (1.9 g) mp 131—
132°C (MeOH) %f&7=. i % MeOH 20 ml ¥4 L, diazomethane o ether Y& M, * F LA IEE
LT ot RSWORE L2 B Lict, BiE% MeOH 10ml w2 L, 10% HC1 20ml %1% 2h jnZuEim L
oo RO 10 ml 20z KE 7D MeOH %8k Lot ether THiH Lic. W AAKLEL, BEEH:gE
bR v ) N 5 h 7 2CEE, EtOAc-benzene (1:4) T I h 334 X » 2-O-methylresacetophe-
none (400 mg) mp 136—138°C (lit'» mp 135—138°C) #87z. Anal. Caled CoHy00s: C, 65.05; H, 6.07. Found:
C, 64.74; H, 6.16.

Sappanchalcone (I) ®4 5L 2-O-Methylresacetophenone 360 mg & protocatechualdehyde 350 mg %
EtOH 2 ml @¥#2- L, butein OFHROBE & R HECTAIL, I oFEEEHRA (Smg) 2B, mp197.5—
200°C (Zk-MeOH).

dEE AWRebch, BEWHEDER WG RAET, BAKT, THEEET, HAES, mhEET,
IWNIEFOBECRIN - LET.
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