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Abstract

This paper explores how the legally recognized gender category “Khawaja Sara” (KS) has been
reconstructed and institutionalized in contemporary Pakistan through the intersections of reli-
gious symbolism, historical vocabulary, and legal frameworks. Drawing on long-term fieldwork
conducted since 2011—including participant observation and interviews with KS individuals,
religious figures, legal professionals, and NGOs—the author investigates how the term “Khawa-
ja Sara,” which originally referred to eunuchs in the Mughal court, has been repurposed by the
modern state as an official identity category. Particular attention is paid to the series of Supreme
Court rulings between 2009 and 2012 that culminated in the formal adoption of the term within
national ID systems. The paper argues that the naming of KS constitutes not merely a label, but
a political translation shaped by colonial legacies, normative gender frameworks, and the state’s
strategies of inclusion and control. The study ultimately reconsiders the dynamics of gender iden-
tity, embodiment, and the asymmetrical power inherent in the institutional act of naming.
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-
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BHENzo TOMAIEHL HFEFEEIRTIIR <,
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B - BRI IERTE O RS & o 7o BB AT 2 T
Holzo
COTOZADHLIIWFRELT AT A - P
F— (Aslam Khaki) 2342 128 4E L 72k &S HRON
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F72. EIRIDMIEICE LT WEZ RS DR
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DFED AR TR I SOIRIE T 1238 F ST
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ZOX D HIENLEBIL TR OZHOTIZBY
BT ARG E L CHBET 2 ORLE TH
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ERBORE OBEGEITRD 52 BIENEREEICE
WC, EEICEH I TRENTE] & LTl
DIFHENTWAH,

O X9 % [HIENTEAL] OEssEE2 28T %
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THFEWVITL T b,

B 58 HHYIC
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TAINOBEZLT L —AETIERL, LA
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